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          Council Chambers 
          Municipal Building 
          September 27, 2022 
 
The McAlester City Council met in a Regular session on Tuesday, September 27, 2022, at 6:00 
P.M. after proper notice and agenda was posted, September 23, 2022, at 2:34 P.M. 
 
Pastor Glen Meyer, Trinity Lutheran Church gave the invocation and lead the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Call to Order 
 
Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Council Roll Call was as follows: 
 
Attending: Weldon Smith, Justin Few, Randy Roden, Billy Jack Boatright, 

Kevin Beaty & John Browne 
Absent:    Cliff House 
Presiding:   John Browne, Mayor 
Staff Present: Dave Andren, City Manager; Sherri Swift, CFO; Stephanie 

Giacomo, Grants Administrator; Adam White, Economic 
Development Director; Jayme Clifton, Community Development 
Director; Tommy Hill, Public Works Director; Kevin Hearod, 
Police Chief; Ashley Kennon, Public Information Officer; Justice 
Adair, I.T. Computer Support; John T. Hammons, City Attorney and 
Cora Middleton, City Clerk 

 
Recognition and Awards 
 
Francheska Radosevich, Firefighter II was recognized as the August 2022 Employee of the Month. 
 
Citizens Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
Residents may address Council regarding an item that is not listed on the Agenda. Residents must provide their name 
and address. Council requests that comments be limited to five (5) minutes. 
 
Richard Bowden, 632 Parker Road addressed the Council expressing concern with the traffic at 
the intersection of Main Street and Electric Avenue and a water leak along Business 69 Highway. 
 
Consent Agenda 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion. There will not be separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 
from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 
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A. Approval of the Minutes from the September 13, 2022, Regular Meeting of the McAlester 
City Council. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 

 
B. Approval of Claims for September 07, 2022, through September 20, 2022. (Sherri Swift, 

Chief Financial Officer) In the following amounts: General Fund - $134,576.69; Nutrition 
- $101.46; Landfill Reserve/Sub-Title D - $975.00; Educational Fund - $49,992.17; 
Tourism Fund - $3,779.25; E-911 - $495.14; Economic Development - $11,296.14; Grants 
& Contributions - $7,912.47; CDBG Grants Fund - $69,188.96; American Rescue Plan - 
$235,908.75; Fleet Maintenance - $14,031.64; Worker’s Compensation - $1,750.00; CIP 
Fund - $56,137.55; Stormwater Fund - $172,042.15; Infrastructure Fund - $11,508.87; and 
MRHC-Cancer Center Fund - $49,992.17. 
 

C. Discussion and possible action, on approval of a Memorandum of Agreement for mutual 
aid between McAlester Ammunition Plant and City of McAlester Fire Department. (Brett 
Brewer, Fire Chief)  

 
D. Concur with the Mayor’s reappointment of David Verner to the Airport Advisory Board 

for a term to expire April 30, 2024. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 
 

E. Consider and act upon, approving lease agreement between GKM McAlester, LLC and 
The City of McAlester for the lease of office space at 125 E. Choctaw Ave., McAlester, 
OK, in the amount of $1,044.00 monthly. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 
 

F. Concur with the Mayor’s appointment of Jordan Austin to the Park Board for a term to 
expire July 31, 2024. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 
 

G. Concur with the Mayor’s appointment of Phillip Lalli to the Airport Advisory Board for a 
term to expire April 30, 2024. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk)  

 
A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Councilman Boatright and seconded by 
Councilman Beaty. There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Beaty, Smith, Few, Roden & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
 
Councilman Beaty moved to open a Public Hearing to address one (1) proposed ordinance. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Few, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Beaty, Few, Roden, Boatright, Smith & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was opened at 6:10 P.M. 
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Public Hearing 
All persons interested in any ordinance listed under Scheduled Business shall have an opportunity to be heard in accordance with 
Article 2, Section 2.12(b) of the City Charter. 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 106, ARTICLE V, STORMWATER UTILITY PROGRAM, SECTION 106-427. 
PURPOSE; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
There were no comments or inquiries, and a motion to close the Public Hearing was made by 
Councilman Boatright. The motion was seconded by Councilman Beaty, and the vote was taken 
as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Beaty, Roden, Smith, Few & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was closed at 6:11 P.M. 
 
Scheduled Business 
 
1. Consider and act upon authorizing the Mayor to sign a letter and supplemental agreement 

with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for an additional amount of $5,909.70 
from the Airport Improvement Project No. 3-40-0057-018-202. (Stephanie Giacomo, 
Grants Administrator)  

Executive Summary 
Staff recommends authorizing the Mayor to sign the letter and execute the supplemental agreement with the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 
 
Stephanie Giacomo, Grants Administrator addressed the Council explaining that this was a 
secondary action on an item that had already been approved. She stated that on August 23, 2022, 
the Council had approved the request for additional expenses related to the PAPI lights at the 
Airport. At that time, the item was presented as a one hundred percent (100%) reimbursement and 
this item changes the terms to ninety percent (90%) reimbursement and ten percent (10%) match 
to the City. She added that the City’s obligation would be $590.00. 
 
After a brief discussion concerning the change and presenting this to remain completely 
transparent, a motion to authorize Mayor to sign a letter and supplemental agreement with the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for an additional amount of $5,909.70 from the Airport 
Improvement Project No. 3-40-0057-018-202 was made by Councilman Few. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Few, Boatright, Roden, Beaty, Smith & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
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2. Consider and act upon authorizing the Grant Administrator to accept a FY 2021 Assistance 
to Firefighters Grant award from FEMA in the amount of $547,619.04 towards the 
purchase of a pumper truck for the McAlester Fire Department. (Stephanie Giacomo, 
Grants Administrator) 

Executive Summary 
Staff recommends acceptance of the grant award and conditions and authorizing the Grant Administrator to execute 
the agreement with FEMA.  

 
Stephanie Giacomo, Grants Administrator addressed the Council explaining that the City of 
McAlester had applied to the 2021 FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant opportunity to purchase 
a pumper truck for the McAlester Fire Department. She added that the Federal funding would 
cover ninety-five percent (95%) of the expected costs with FEMA awarding $547,629.04 and the 
City matching funds equal or greater than five percent (5%) or $27,380.96. 
 
There was no discussion, and a motion to authorize authorizing the Grant Administrator to accept 
a FY 2021 Assistance to Firefighters Grant award from FEMA in the amount of $547,619.04 
towards the purchase of a pumper truck for the McAlester Fire Department was made by 
Councilman Few. The motion was seconded by Councilman Beaty, and the vote was taken as 
follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Few, Beaty, Boatright, Smith, Roden & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
 
3. Consider and act upon authorizing the City Manager to accept a grant award from the 

Oklahoma Highway Safety Office in the amount of $58,365.00 to implement the 
McAlester Police Department Traffic Enforcement program. (Stephanie Giacomo, Grants 
Administrator) 

Executive Summary 
Staff recommends acceptance of the grant award and conditions and authorizing the City Manager to execute the 
agreement with THE Oklahoma Highway Safety Office 
 
Chief Hearod addressed the Council explaining that Captain Richard Parker had completed and 
submitted an application to the Oklahoma Highway Safety Office Highway Safety Grant to 
implement a McAlester Police Department Traffic Enforcement program. He stated that this 
request had been approved with $58,365.00 awarded through the grant with no matching funds 
required. He commented that if this award were accepted, the program would be implemented until 
September 30, 2023. He added that the City’s Police Department had received this award for 
approximately fifteen (15) years in a row. 
 
After a brief discussion, a motion to authorize the City Manager to accept a grant award from the 
Oklahoma Highway Safety Office in the amount of $58,365.00 to implement the McAlester Police 
Department Traffic Enforcement program was made by Councilman Boatright. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Beaty, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Beaty, Smith, Few, Roden & Mayor Browne 
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NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
 
4. Discussion on monthly financial update. (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer) 
Executive Summary 
Discussion Only. 
 
CFO Swift addressed the Council updating them on the City’s financial status as of August 31, 
2022. During her update, she reviewed the General Fund and MPWA Fund revenues and expenses. 
She commented that the beginning of the year expenses was evening out as predicted. She 
continued the update reviewing the City’s Sales and Use tax receipts, commenting on how well 
they were doing. Her review continued with the sales tax reporting on the Shops at McAlester and 
the reimbursement breakdown. 
 
Mayor Browne commented that this report shows that the Shops at McAlester were not 
cannibalizing other sales in the City and that sales tax was increasing all over the City. 
 
CFO Swift continued her update reviewing the residential, commercial, water district and 
wholesale water sales. 
 
Mayor Browne inquired about what it would take to have a wholesale water account. 
 
CFO Swift stated it was based on the number of gallons purchased and she could send that 
information to him. 
 
CFO Swift reviewed the City’s Hotel/Motel tax receipts and finished with the Treasury Report that 
showed the City’s cash on hand and what had been claimed on Pooled Cash. 
 
Councilman Roden commented that the City should not forget about the comments that former 
Manager Stasiak had made on the effects of inflation on the City’s Budget. 
 
No action was taken on this item. 
 
5. An ordinance of the City of McAlester, Oklahoma, amending Chapter 106, Article V, 

Stormwater Utility Program, Section 106-427. Purpose; repealing all conflicting 
ordinances; providing for a severability clause and declaring an emergency. (Sherri Swift, 
Chief Financial Officer)  

Executive Summary 
Motion to approve an ordinance of the City of McAlester, Oklahoma, amending Chapter 106, Article V, Stormwater 
Utility Program, Section 106-427. Purpose: repealing all conflicting ordinances; providing for a severability clause 
and declaring an emergency.  
 
CFO Swift addressed the Council explaining that this amendment was an attempt to find recourse 
for utility customers that omit the payment of Stormwater fees. She stated that Attorney Hammons 
had reviewed and issued a recommendation to address this issue. She further explained that the 
last sentence “The city manager will utilize the law enforcement agency to assist as required in the 
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control and management of the user charge system,” commenting the various ways customers 
would block City employees from reading and or turning off their utility meters. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2764 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 106, ARTICLE V, STORMWATER UTILITY PROGRAM, SECTION 106-427. 
PURPOSE; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
A motion to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2764, amending Section 106-427 was made by 
Councilman Few and seconded by Vice-Mayor Smith. There was no discussion, and the vote was 
taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Few, Smith, Roden, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
 
A motion to approve the EMERGENCY CLAUSE was made by Vice-Mayor Smith and seconded 
by Councilman Few. There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Few, Roden, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
 
6. Consider and act to approve the initial steps to address concerns on Choctaw Ave. between 

3rd Street and 5th Street. (Randy Roden, Council) 
Executive Summary 
Motion to approve the initial steps to address concerns on Choctaw Ave between 3rd Street and 5th Street.  
 
Councilman Roden stated that he had asked for this item to bring attention to the condition of 
Choctaw Avenue between 3rd Street and 5th Street. He commented that with the Dancing Rabbit 
Music Festival, the area could become a big attraction for the City, and it needed to be promoted. 
 
After discussion concerning possible costs for repairs, the issues with business owners wanting 
different things, prioritizing the streets that need repairs, directing the City Manager to explore the 
cost of a streetscape for that area and meeting with the business owners to get their input. 
 
Councilman Roden moved to have Manager Andren explore the cost of a streetscape plan for 
Choctaw Avenue between 3rd Street and 5th Street. The motion was seconded by Mayor Browne. 
There was no further discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Roden, Smith, Few, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 



September 27, 2022                Regular Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 

Page 7 of 9 

 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
 
New Business 
Any matter not known, or which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting the Agenda in 
accordance with Sec. 311.9, Title 25, Oklahoma State Statutes. 
 
Mayor Browne explained that the McAlester Public Schools have identified the need of funding 
to aid with mental health services. He read a resolution supporting the McAlester Public Schools 
application to the Department of Education for the Project Protect grant. 
 
Attorney Hammons asked Manager Andren to certify for the record when he had received this 
information. 
 
Manager Andren stated that he had received this information at 8:00 A.M. this morning, September 
27, 2022. 
 
There was no other discussion, and a motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 22-16, supporting 
the McAlester Public Schools application to the Department of Education for the Project Protect 
grant was made by Vice-Mayor Smith. The motion was seconded by Councilman Few, and the 
vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Few, Roden, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
 
City Manager’s Report 
• Report on activities for the past two weeks. 
 
Manager Andren briefly reviewed his monthly report and stated that if the Council had any 
questions regarding the report to contact him. He commented that the City was doing well in all 
aspects, and he complemented the City’s staff and employees for their hard work. 
 
Remarks and Inquiries by City Council 
 
Councilman Few asked that after a construction project was completed if the contractors could 
remove the call flags. He then stated that Keep McAlester Beautiful’s Fall Cleanup was starting 
this coming weekend. 
 
Councilman Roden asked if the property at 2501 N. Hickory could be addressed regarding issues 
from water project. He then inquired about the City’s water source. 
 
Manager Andren stated that the last report he had received was that Lake McAlester was down 
three (3) inches. 
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Councilman Boatright commented that the residents in the area of the Main and Electric Drainage 
Project were happy with the project. He stated that the contractors on Park Street had done a good 
job keeping the area cleaned and the work was going well. He inquired about the section on Strong 
Boulevard where the sidewalk construction had skipped. 
 
Manager Andren stated that there was a gas line in that area and the contractor was waiting on 
Summit to remove the line. He added that the sidewalk would be completed once the line was 
removed. 
 
Councilmen Smith and Beaty did not have any comments or inquiries for the evening. 
 
Mayor’s Comments and Committee Appointments 
 
Mayor Browne inquired about putting some “Children at Play” signs around Komar Park. He 
stated that evidently people were speeding around that area. He then reported a hole on the south 
bound side of Main Street at the intersection with Carl Albert Parkway. 
 
Recess Council Meeting 
 
Vice-Mayor Smith moved to recess the Regular Meeting and convene the Authorities. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Few, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Few, Roden, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried and the meeting was recessed at 6:46 P.M. 
 
Reconvene Council Meeting 
 
The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 6:48 P.M. 
 
Vice-Mayor Smith moved to recess the Regular Meeting for an Executive Session in accordance 
with Title 25, Section 307.b.2, to discuss negotiations concerning employees and representatives 
of employee groups, namely the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Few. 
 
Before the vote, Mayor Browne asked if the City was in negotiations with the FOP.  
 
Manager Andren stated that the City had not formally began negotiations and Attorney Hammons 
commented that the Council could convene in Executive Session for this matter. 
 
There was no further discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Few, Roden, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
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Mayor Browne declared the motion carried and the meeting was recessed at 6:49 P.M. 
 
Executive Session 
Recess into Executive Session in compliance with Section Title 25 Section 307 B.1 and Section 307.B.2, et.seq. Oklahoma 
Statutes, to wit: 
  
1. Pursuant to 25 OS 307 (b) (2) consider convening in executive session to discuss 

negotiations concerning employees and representatives of employee groups, namely the 
Fraternal Order of Police. 

 
Reconvene Council Meeting 
 
The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 7:13 P.M. Mayor Browne reported that the Council had 
recessed the Regular Meeting for an Executive Session in accordance with Title 25, Section 
307.b.2, to discuss negotiations concerning employees and representatives of employee groups, 
namely the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). Only that matter was discussed, no action was taken, 
and the Council returned to open session at 7:13 P.M., and this constituted the Minutes of the 
Executive Session. 
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, Vice-Mayor Smith moved for the 
meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman Fes. There was no discussion, 
and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Few, Roden, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 6:49 P.M. 
 
 

                    __________________________ 
ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 
 
 
____________________________    
Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


